MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING
VALLEY GRANDE, ALABAMA    

Regular Meeting                                                                	                             	July 20, 2026


Call to order by John Hatfield, Mayor at 4:00 PM 
Meeting held at Valley Grande City Hall
Minutes submitted by Kim Harris, City Clerk
Presiding: Mayor John Hatfield
Invocation: Joey Smith
In Attendance:
                                       John Hatfield, Mayor            		Present             
                                       Kay Davidson				Present
         Sara Day			            	              	Present
                                       Jane Harris	                           		Present
		         Tammy Troha				Present				
                                       Ross Jones			              	Present

A quorum was made with all council members present. 

[bookmark: _Hlk85618773]The minutes from July 6, 2026, regular meeting was presented by Kim Harris.  A Motion was made by Tammy Troha to accept the minutes as written; Kay Davidson made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

[bookmark: _Hlk62739363][bookmark: _Hlk182550503][bookmark: _Hlk55910080]SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     



Reports of Standing Committees: 

Kay Davidson - Business and Community Development: No report.

Sara Day - Community Events & Education: Sara Day updated the council with details of the annual fireworks show stating that she spoke to Pyro Productions regarding the amount of time that it took to complete the fireworks show back in July that did not coincide with the contract. Sara Day stated that he gave two offers to choose from, which are to deduct $6,000.00 off the next show or to shoot another show for free within the year. The Mayor and Council discussed several options and decided to think about it and iron out the details later. 
Sara Day also reported that the city should look-into applying for a local cyber security grant program. 

Jane Harris - Annexation & Beautification: No report.

Tammy Troha - Community Events & Walking Trail: Tammy Troha reported that it was brought to her attention that the shrubs at the Walking Trail were gone with no knowledge to her. John Hatfield stated that he had the maintenance personnel pull the shrubs up due to safety issues, such as snakes as well as someone hiding behind the overgrown bushes. Tammy Troha stated that she thinks that something needs to be planted back to display the beauty of the park. 
Tammy Troha also inquired about the decoration at the Walking Trail during Christmas in the Park.

Ross Jones - Sewer System and Public Safety: No report.

Wesley Kelly – City Attorney at Law: Absent.



Reports of Officers: 
Boyd Pugh / Public Safety Director: Boyd Pugh reported 5 calls so far this month. 

Mark Andrews / Building Inspector: Absent.

John Hatfield/ Interim Parks & Recreation Director: John Hatfield reported that there is about a week left on the posting of the Parks & Recreation Director’s position and 3 applications have been received so far. 

Kim Harris / City Clerk-Treasurer: Kim Harris presented the council with a Profit and Loss report and a Balance Sheet for this fiscal year for the council to review. Kim Harris also stated that the auditors will address the council and present the annual audit in the August 3rd meeting.  

 

Old Business: Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with a scope of work for Tennis and Pickle Ball Courts. Mayor Hatfield and the Council discussed details of the plans and agreed to start the bidding process to move forward with the project. Jane Harris made a motion to bid out the construction of the Tennis Ball and Pickle Ball Courts as presented to begin July 21, 2026, and open the bid on August 13, 2026, at 10:00am. Tammy Troha made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     
  


New Business: The Mayor and Council unanimously agreed to post the Maintenance Tech Position as previously posted.



Public Comment: Joey Smith, Director of Bridge Tenders, presented the council with details of Bridge Tenders House International that recently opened in Summerfield as requested by Mayor Hatfield. The details include the rules associated with the transition home such as background checks, one year rehabilitation requirements, non-violate residents and strictly prohibits sex offenders. Mr. Smith also stated that the home is a temporary stay and will be moving to Perry County soon.



Mayor’s Report: No report.





EXECUTIVE SESSION:
A motion was made by Sara Day to go into Executive Session at 4:40. Mayor John Hatfield stated on record that the purpose of the Executive Session will be that of general reputation and character for a time of 15-20 minutes and will reconvene back to the Regular Session and requested that Kim Harris, City Clerk stay for the executive meeting to acquire private minutes. Jane Harris made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a roll call vote. 

ROLL CALL VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X   

Regular Meeting ended at 4:40 with everyone exiting the chambers and the Executive Session began at 4:41.

Executive Session ended at 5:02 and the Regular Meeting reconvened at 5:07.


There being no further business to come before the council, a motion to adjourn was made by Jane Harris and Tammy Troha made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:08 PM.



		Approved: ________________________________			    		                          John Hatfield, Mayor
Attested: ______________________________________ 
                   Kim Harris, City Clerk
