MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING
VALLEY GRANDE, ALABAMA    

Regular Meeting                                                                	                             	June 15, 2026


Call to order by John Hatfield, Mayor at 4:00 PM 
Meeting held at Valley Grande City Hall
Minutes submitted by Kim Harris, City Clerk
Presiding: Mayor John Hatfield
Invocation: Ross Jones
In Attendance:
                                       John Hatfield, Mayor            		Present             
                                       Kay Davidson				Present
         Sara Day			            	              	Present
                                       Jane Harris	                           		Present
		         Tammy Troha				Present				
                                       Ross Jones			              	Present

A quorum was made with all council members present. 

[bookmark: _Hlk85618773]The minutes from June 1, 2026, regular meeting was presented by Kim Harris.  A Motion was made by Tammy Troha to accept the minutes as written; Sara Day made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

[bookmark: _Hlk62739363][bookmark: _Hlk182550503][bookmark: _Hlk55910080]SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     



Reports of Standing Committees: 

Kay Davidson - Business and Community Development: No report.

Sara Day - Community Events & Education: Sara Day reported that all paperwork has been completed and sent to the fireworks company and a new power tech member will be there and will call the day before arriving. Sara Day also stated that the concession stand will be open, as well as the ice cream truck. Sara Day approached the council with a decision regarding having vendors or keeping it as before with no vendors, and after further discussion the council agreed to keep it as before with no vendors.
Sara Day also reported that the Fall Festival will be on Saturday Oct. 31, 2026, from 9:00 – 2:00pm and possibly having a pumpkin walk with decorating and carving in with the festival.
Sara Day reported that the Valley Grande Fair will be set for Wed. – Sat. Mar. 10 – Mar. 13, 2026. 

Jane Harris - Annexation & Beautification: No report.

Tammy Troha - Community Events & Walking Trail: No report.

Ross Jones - Sewer System and Public Safety: Ross Jones reported that the stop sign at Deepwoods and Alabama Highway 22 was struck by a construction crew and is on the ground. After further discussion among the council, John Hatfield stated he would speak to the County Commission about getting it back up.

Wesley Kelly – City Attorney at Law: No report. John Hatfield requested the council submit their name for the committee to Wesley so that he can establish the abatement board. 



Reports of Officers: 

Boyd Pugh / Public Safety Director: Boyd Pugh reported 5 so far this month. 

Mark Andrews / Building Inspector: Mark Andrews reported that it has been busy the past couple of weeks with rough-ins and final inspections. 

John Hatfield/ Interim Parks & Recreation Director: John Hatfield presented the council with a flyer on Whiffle Ball and gave details of the program such as the adult league will start at ages 16 & up with 5 members per team, being women’s, men’s and co-ed. The program is set to begin the first week in Sept.
John Hatfield also reported that the County School System is attempting to create a northern zone kids football league.

Kim Harris / City Clerk-Treasurer: Kim Harris presented the council with a Profit and Loss report and a Balance Sheet for this fiscal year for the council to review. Kim Harris also stated that the auditors will address the council and present the annual audit in the July 20th meeting. 

 

Old Business: None 



New Business: Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with Resolution 2026-209 adopting a policy for electronic participation in meetings for seriously ill or injured council members to allow them to zoom into a meeting if their illness prevents them from attending. This policy will not allow a quorum to be made in the meeting if a member is participating by zoom and not enough members attend in person. Sara Day made a motion adopt Resolution 2026-209 as presented. Tammy Troha made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a roll call vote. 

ROLL CALL VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     

Mayor John Hatfield declared Resolution 2026-209 adopted as attached to these minutes.

RESOLUTION 2026-209
A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A POLICY FOR ELECTRONIC PARTICIPATION IN MEETINGS PURSUANT TO SECTION 32-25A-5.2OF THE CODE OF ALABAMA (1975)

WHEREAS, Section 36-25A-5.2, Code of Alabama (1975), authorizes counties, municipalities, and certain local governmental bodies to permit participation in meetings by telephone conference, video conference, or similar communications equipment under limited circumstances; and

WHEREAS, Section 36-25A-5.2(c), Code of Alabama (1975), requires the adoption of an electronic meeting policy detailing the procedures and communications equipment to be used, how the public may access meetings, and how voting will be conducted; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Valley Grande finds it to be in the best interest of the City to establish procedures governing electronic participation in meetings in accordance with Alabama law.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Valley Grande hereby adopts the Electronic Meeting Participation Policy attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “A”; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, City Clerk, and all applicable boards, committees, and other governmental bodies of the City are authorized to implement and comply with the provisions of the policy; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that electronic participation in meetings shall be permitted only to the extent authorized by Section 36-25A-5.2, Code of Alabama (1975), as amended.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City of Valley Grande’s Council on the _____ day of __________________, 2026.


___________________________________
John D. Hatfield, Mayor



___________________________________
Kim Harris, Clerk


EXHIBIT “A”

CITY OF VALLEY GRANDE
ELECTRONIC MEETING PARTICIPATION POLICY

1. Electronic participation may be permitted only when:
   (a) A quorum of the governmental body is physically present at the designated meeting location;
   (b) The member participating remotely is unable to attend due to serious illness; and
   (c) The communications technology allows all participants to hear one another simultaneously.

2. A member requesting electronic participation shall notify the Mayor or City Clerk as soon as reasonably practicable before the meeting and state that attendance is prevented by serious illness.

3. Acceptable communications equipment may include telephone conferencing systems, video conferencing platforms such as ZOOM, web-based conferencing systems, or similar technologies authorized by law.

4. Every meeting utilizing electronic participation shall be conducted at a physical location open to the public. Members of the public attending at that location shall be able to hear all remote participants.

5. Members participating electronically shall be considered present for all purposes permitted by law except that they shall not be counted toward the establishment of a quorum.

6. All votes taken during a meeting involving electronic participation shall be conducted by audible roll-call vote and recorded in the official minutes.

7. If communication with a remote participant is lost, the loss shall be announced for the record and the member shall not participate in discussion or voting until communication is restored.

8. Meeting minutes shall identify all members physically present, all members participating electronically, confirmation that a physical quorum was present, and the results of each roll-call vote.

9. No member participating electronically may claim mileage or other meeting-related travel reimbursement.

10. This policy shall be interpreted and applied in accordance with the Alabama Open Meetings Act and other applicable law.






Mayor John Hatfield presented the council Resolution 2026-210 awarding the Hay Cutting Bid to Jeremy Lee, sealed bids were solicited as required by law and opened on June 12, 2026, at 10:00am with one bid submitted. The bid submitted by Jeremy Lee was accepted as the highest bid of $500.00 with 12 round haybales included. Tammy Troha made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-210 as presented. Ross Jones made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a roll call vote. 

ROLL CALL VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X    
 
Mayor Hatfield declared Resolution 2026-210 adopted as attached to these minutes.

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-210

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A BID FOR LEASING OF HAY ON CITY PROPERTY

WHEREAS, The City of Valley Grande has solicited sealed bids as required under the Alabama bid law; and

WHEREAS, bids were opened on June 12, 2026, at 10:00am, at Valley Grande City Hall with one (1) bid submitted; and

WHEREAS, said bid was as follows:

1. Jeremy Lee	$500.00 Plus 12 Round Haybales


WHEREAS, the bids were transmitted to the council at the next meeting of the council following the bid openings,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VALLEY GRANDE, ALABAMA; 
AS FOLLOWS:

	
1. The bid submitted by Jeremy Lee is hereby accepted as high bidder; and


2.       This resolution to become effective immediately upon adoption by 
the Mayor and Council.


Adopted on this 15th day of June 2026.			
																					________________________
						 Mayor John Hatfield
ATTEST:

______________________________
City Clerk, Kim Harris

 

Public Comment: Mark Andrews addressed the council with consideration of installing some type of shading over the playground equipment at the walking trail. Mayor Hatfield stated that he will address that in his mayor’s report. 
Mayor Hatfield also addressed the concerns that Joseph Hobson had at a previous meeting regarding the streetlights on Summerfield Road and stated that Vivian Rogers was checking on the project. 
Joseph Hobson addressed the council with concerns of people not having business license and working in the Valley Grande area. The council gave details of the process to handle and control those situations.



Mayor’s Report: Mayor John Hatfield reported that Vivian Rogers and the County Engineer have informed the city that the Dallas Co Commission has taken over Edwards Dr. and Dallas Co Road 986. Mayor Hatfield gave details of the differences in public roads such as county-maintained roads and county non maintained roads. 

Mayor John Hatfield stated that he spoke to Paxton Reiss about the RAA Deepwoods Grant and it will go out for bid in August and set to start paving possibly in October. 
Mayor John Hatfield requested the council’s approval to apply for an RCD Grant for $25,000.00 to help pay for a canopy over the playground equipment at the walking trail. Sara Day made a motion to allow the city to apply for the grant as presented. Tammy Troha made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X 
    
Mayor John Hatfield reported that he wants to re-do the chips and boarder around the playground equipment and will try to get prices and bring it back before the council in a later meeting.

Mayor John Hatfield reported that he wants to continue with plans to build the tennis and pickle ball courts as previously talked about. Mayor Hatfield requested the council allow him to move forward with getting prices and the scope of work it would take to make the project happen. Jane Harris made a motion allowing the mayor to get the scope of work and prices for the tennis and pickle ball courts as presented. Kay Davidson made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X 



There being no further business to come before the council, a motion to adjourn was made by Jane Harris and Tammy Troha made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:36 PM.



		Approved: ________________________________			    		                          John Hatfield, Mayor
Attested: ______________________________________ 
                   Kim Harris, City Clerk
