MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING
VALLEY GRANDE, ALABAMA    

Regular Meeting                                                                	                             	June 1, 2026


Call to order by John Hatfield, Mayor at 4:00 PM 
Meeting held at Valley Grande City Hall
Minutes submitted by Kim Harris, City Clerk
Presiding: Mayor John Hatfield
Invocation: Mark Andrews
In Attendance:
                                       John Hatfield, Mayor            		Present             
                                       Kay Davidson				Present
         Sara Day			            	              	Present
                                       Jane Harris	                           		Present
		         Tammy Troha				Present				
                                       Ross Jones			              	Present

A quorum was made with all council members present. 

[bookmark: _Hlk85618773]The minutes from May 18, 2026, regular meeting was presented by Kim Harris.  A Motion was made by Tammy Troha to accept the minutes as written; Kay Davidson made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

[bookmark: _Hlk62739363][bookmark: _Hlk182550503][bookmark: _Hlk55910080]SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     



Reports of Standing Committees: 

Kay Davidson - Business and Community Development: No report.

Sara Day - Community Events & Education: Sara Day reported that she would like to look into locking in dates for the Fair for next year and that she is getting ready for the 4th of July Event.

Jane Harris - Annexation & Beautification: No report.

Tammy Troha - Community Events & Walking Trail: No report.

Ross Jones - Sewer System and Public Safety: No report.

Wesley Kelly – City Attorney at Law: Wesley Kelly gave details of the changes made as requested at the last meeting to the ordinance for burial sites that is to be presented for the final passage at tonight’s meeting.



Reports of Officers: 

Boyd Pugh / Public Safety Director: Boyd Pugh reported 5 calls last month. 

Mark Andrews / Building Inspector: Mark Andrews reported 2 houses still being built.

John Hatfield/ Interim Parks & Recreation Director: John Hatfield reported rain out games scheduled for Tuesday and Thursday of this week, two games each night. Mayor Hatfield stated that afterwards the search will begin for a Parks & Recreation Director.

Kim Harris / City Clerk-Treasurer: No report.

 

Old Business: John Hatfield presented the Council with Ordinance 2026-207 that prohibits the burial or interment of human remains within the city limits except in lawfully established cemeteries: providing definitions, enforcement, penalties, and an effective date. After further discussion, Tammy Troha made a motion to approve the final passage of Ordinance 2026-207 as presented. Jane Harris made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a roll call vote. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	     Abstain     

Mayor John Hatfield declared Ordinance 2026-207 adopted as attached to these minutes.
ORDINANCE NO. 2026-207
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF VALLEY GRANDE, ALABAMA, PROHIBITING THE BURIAL OR INTERMENT OF HUMAN REMAINS WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS EXCEPT IN LAWFULLY ESTABLISHED CEMETERIES; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS, ENFORCEMENT, PENALTIES, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Valley Grande, Alabama in session duly assembled and by authority thereof as follows
[bookmark: section-1.-purpose-and-authority.]Section 1. The City Council of the City of Valley Grande, Alabama, finds that the regulation of the burial and interment of human remains within the municipal limits is necessary to protect the public health, safety, welfare, sanitation, land use planning, and orderly development of the City. This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority granted to municipalities under the Constitution and laws of the State of Alabama, including but not limited to Sections 11-45-1 and 11-47-130, Code of Alabama 1975.
[bookmark: section-2.-definitions.]Section 2. For purposes of this Ordinance, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them below:
1. Burial or Interment means the placement of human remains, whether in a casket, vault, urn, container, or otherwise, into the ground, mausoleum, crypt, niche, tomb, or any other resting place intended for permanent disposition.
1. Cemetery means any land or structure dedicated or regularly used for the burial or interment of human remains and lawfully established and operated in accordance with applicable federal, state, county, and municipal laws and regulations.
1. Human Remains means the body of a deceased human being, including cremated remains.
1. Person means any individual, firm, corporation, partnership, association, estate, trust, governmental entity, or any other legal entity.
[bookmark: section-3.-prohibition.]Section 3. It shall be unlawful for any person to bury, inter, place, deposit, or cause to be buried, interred, placed, or deposited any human remains within the corporate limits of the City of Valley Grande, Alabama, except within a cemetery lawfully established and authorized for such use.
[bookmark: X31fc4f4cb37af127ac0f9c8bb1064dee84a0348]Section 4.  The following are exceptions to this ordinance:
A. The provisions of this Ordinance shall not apply to:
1. The lawful operation of existing cemeteries within the city limits;
1. Temporary storage or transportation of human remains in accordance with applicable law;
1. Court-ordered exhumations or reinterments conducted pursuant to applicable law; or
1. Any burial or interment specifically authorized by state law and approved by the City Council by resolution after consultation with the Dallas County Health Department and any other applicable regulatory authority.
B. Existing gravesites, burial plots, and family cemeteries lawfully existing within the corporate limits of the City prior to the effective date of this Ordinance are hereby recognized as lawful nonconforming burial sites and may continue to exist.
C. No existing family cemetery or private burial ground may be expanded, enlarged, or used to create additional burial plots after the effective date of this Ordinance except upon approval of the City Council.
D. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to impair lawful access to existing gravesites or burial grounds as otherwise provided by Alabama law.
[bookmark: Xe93493514df28ccefc765da201406a2a494c947]Section 5. 
A. The establishment, creation, designation, plating, or use of any new family cemetery, private burial ground, or other place for the interment of human remains outside of a lawfully established cemetery is hereby prohibited within the corporate limits of the City of Valley Grande.
B. No person shall dedicate, advertise, sell, transfer, or use any private property within the City for purposes of human burial or interment except as part of a lawfully established cemetery approved in accordance with applicable law and municipal regulations.
[bookmark: X2a59dbaaae50b66a3cdd2f71549e2790ccf864b]Section 6. 
A. Any expansion of an existing cemetery within the City limits shall require prior approval by the City Council.
B. Any person or entity seeking to expand an existing cemetery shall submit a written application to the City containing:
1. A legal description and survey of the property;
1. A site plan depicting the proposed expansion area;
1. Documentation demonstrating compliance with applicable zoning, health, environmental, and state law requirements;
1. Evidence of ownership or legal authority over the property;
1. A perpetual care or maintenance plan, if applicable; and
1. Any additional information reasonably required by the city.
C. Prior to approval of any cemetery expansion, the City Council may refer to the application to the Planning Commission, Building Official, Dallas County Health Department, or other agencies for review and recommendation.
D. The City Council may approve, approve with conditions, or deny any application for cemetery expansion based upon considerations including public health, safety, traffic, land use compatibility, environmental concerns, drainage, and the general welfare of the community.
[bookmark: Xaaee9fb5454dadcaeee05755cf72128d7102489]Section 7. 
A. Any unlawful burial or interment occurring in violation of this Ordinance is hereby declared to be a public nuisance.
B. In addition to any other remedy authorized by law, the city may seek an order from a court of competent jurisdiction requiring the removal, disinterment, or lawful reinterment of human remains buried in violation of this Ordinance.
C. Any removal, disinterment, transportation, or reinterment of human remains shall be conducted in accordance with Alabama law and under the supervision of all applicable state or local authorities.
D. The costs associated with enforcement, removal, disinterment, remediation, or reinterment may be assessed against the responsible person or property owner to the fullest extent permitted by law.
[bookmark: section-8.-enforcement.]Section 8.
A. The Mayor, the City Building Official, Code Enforcement Officer, law enforcement officers, or any other official designated by the City Council shall have authority to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance.
B. The City may seek all lawful remedies for violations of this Ordinance, including but not limited to:
1. Criminal prosecution;
1. Injunctive relief in a court of competent jurisdiction;
1. Abatement of unlawful burial activities; and
1. Recovery of costs incurred by the City related to enforcement or remediation.
[bookmark: section-9.-penalties.]Section 9. 
Any person violating any provision of this Ordinance shall be punished by a fine not exceeding the maximum amount permitted by Alabama law for municipal ordinance violations, imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of the court. Each day a violation continues shall constitute a separate offense.
[bookmark: section-10.-severability.]Section 10. 
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or provision of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not affect the remaining portions of this Ordinance, which shall remain in full force and effect.
[bookmark: section-11.-repealer.]Section 11. 
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.
Section 12. 
This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its adoption and publication as required by law.
ADOPTED AND APPROVED THIS ON THE __1st___ DAY OF June 2026.
	
______________________________________
John Hatfield, Mayor

______________________________________
Kay Davidson

______________________________________
Sara Day

_______________________________________
Jane Harris

_______________________________________				ATTEST:
Tammy Troha

_______________________________________           				________________________

Ross Jones							   	 Kim Harris, City Clerk




New Business: Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with request for approval to post a bid for the Hay Cutting beginning June 2, 2026, through June 11, 2026, and to be opened June 12, 2026, at 10:00. The bid would be a minimum bid of $250.00 to include 12 round hay bales by Nov. 1, 2026. The bid would also include a cut in the hayfield 1 week prior to the annual 4th of July event. After further discussion, Sara Day made a motion to approve the bid as presented. Jane Harris made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     



Public Comment: Michael Myers approached the council with concerns of 4 wheelers driving up and down the roads in different locations throughout Valley Grande unlawfully all hours of the day and night. Mayor Hatfield stated that this issue was a law enforcement issue and the Sheriff’s department has addressed it in the past but stated that he would make sure the areas are patrolled more. He also stated that warnings have been given to the participants, but they will have to start giving out citations or maybe even confiscating the 4 wheelers. 

Mayor Hatfield also addressed the conversation he has with Josheph Hobson regarding the positions of the lights on County Road 37.


Mayor’s Report: No report.



There being no further business to come before the council, a motion to adjourn was made by Jane Harris and Tammy Troha made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:20 PM.



		Approved: ________________________________			    		                          John Hatfield, Mayor
Attested: ______________________________________ 
                   Kim Harris, City Clerk
