MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING
VALLEY GRANDE, ALABAMA    

Regular Meeting                                                                	                             	May 18, 2026


Call to order by John Hatfield, Mayor at 4:00 PM 
Meeting held at Valley Grande City Hall
Minutes submitted by Kim Harris, City Clerk
Presiding: Mayor John Hatfield
Invocation: Jane Harris
In Attendance:
                                       John Hatfield, Mayor            		Present             
                                       Kay Davidson				Present
         Sara Day			            	              	Present
                                       Jane Harris	                           		Present
		         Tammy Troha				Present				
                                       Ross Jones			              	Absent

A quorum was made with 5 council members present. 

[bookmark: _Hlk85618773]The minutes from May 4, 2026, regular meeting was presented by Kim Harris.  A Motion was made by Tammy Troha to accept the minutes as written; Kay Davidson made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

[bookmark: _Hlk62739363][bookmark: _Hlk182550503][bookmark: _Hlk55910080]SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	    Absent     



Reports of Standing Committees: 

Kay Davidson - Business and Community Development: No report.

Sara Day - Community Events & Education: Sara Day reported that the city received the America’s 250th Fireworks Grant in the amount of $2,500.00 and that she received the signage to add to the flyer to show appreciation.

Jane Harris - Annexation & Beautification: Jane Harris reported that she spoke to Wesley Ritchie regarding the cutting of the hayfield and would like the council to allow him to continue since he had been cutting it for the last 3 years. John Hatfield apologized to the council for not inquiring about the cuttings before he allowed Joey Lee to start cutting. After further discussion among the council, it will be decided if it will need to go out for bid at the next meeting.

Tammy Troha - Community Events & Walking Trail: No report.

Ross Jones - Sewer System and Public Safety: Absent.

Wesley Kelly – City Attorney at Law: Wesley Kelly gave a thorough explanation of Ordinance 2026-207 prohibiting burial sites in the city limits except in cemeteries. Burials that are already established will be grandfathered in and any new burials will have to be approved. Wesley Kelly also gave details on the housing code abatement board establishment and stated that names of board members will not be necessary to establish the board, the council will elect the people at a later time. 



Reports of Officers: 

Boyd Pugh / Public Safety Director: Boyd Pugh reported 2 calls so far this month. 

Mark Andrews / Building Inspector: Absent.

John Hatfield/ Interim Parks & Recreation Director: John Hatfield reported that regular season will be ending in 2 weeks and gave details of the tournament that was held in Selma this past weekend. John Hatfield stated that the experience was good for the children that participated.

Kim Harris / City Clerk-Treasurer: Kim Harris presented the council with a Profit and Loss report and a Balance Sheet for this fiscal year for the council to review. Kim Harris also stated that the auditors are in the final stage of the audit. 

 

Old Business: None



New Business: Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with Resolution 2026-206 to approve the hire of MCCA Engineering Company to provide all required engineering design as well as the bid and construction maintenance for the RAA Deepwoods Drive Grant. Mayor Hatfield gave details of the paving grant that will start from Al Hwy 22 to Co Rd 16 in Valley Grande. Sara Day made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-206 as presented. Tammy Troha made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a roll call vote. 

ROLL CALL VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	    Absent     

Mayor John Hatfield declared Resolution 2026-206 adopted as attached to these minutes.

RESOLUTION 2026-206

WHEREAS, the City of Valley Grande has been awarded a $323,930 grant through the Rebuild Alabama Act Annual Grant for street paving along various streets, and 
WHEREAS, the City of Valley Grande plans to proceed with a street paving project along various streets, and 
WHEREAS, the City of Valley Grande is required to hire an engineer to provide all required engineering design, bid management, and construction management for this project. 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Valley Grande selects MCCA Engineering, LLC to provide all required engineering design, bid management, and construction management; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council authorizes the Mayor and Clerk to execute the corresponding Engineering Agreement authorizing MCCA Engineering, LLC to begin work on this project.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City of Valley Grande’s Council on May 18, 2026. 


___________________________________	
John D. Hatfield, Mayor          	     			         
      					         

___________________________________	
Kim Harris, Clerk			    


Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with Ordinance 2026-207 Prohibiting the burial or interment of human remains within the city limits except in lawfully established cemeteries’ providing definitions, enforcement, penalties and an effective date. After further discussion among the council and minor adjustments to the ordinance, the mayor and council agreed to put this ordinance on 1st reading to be approved at the next council meeting.


Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with Ordinance 2026-208 to create a housing code abatement board for the city, to provide for the membership, powers, duties, procedures, and operation of said board and to provide for an effective date. After further discussion, Tammy Troha made a motion to suspend the rules. Sara Day made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a roll call vote. 

ROLL CALL VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	    Absent     

Sara Day made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2026-208 as presented. Tammy Troha made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a roll call vote. 

ROLL CALL VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	    Absent     

Mayor John Hatfield declared Ordinance 2026-208 adopted as attached to these minutes.
 ORDINANCE 2026-208
AN ORDINACE TO CREATE A HOUSING CODE ABATEMENT BOARD FOR THE CITY OF VALLEY GRANDE, ALABAMA PURSUANT TO SECTION 11-53A-2, CODE OF ALABAMA 1975, AS AMENDED; TO PROVIDE FOR THE MEMBERSHIP, POWERS, DUTIES, PROCEDURES, AND OPERATION OF SAID BOARD; AND TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, in the City of Valley Grande, Alabama there exists buildings and structures which are dilapidated, damaged, unsafe, dangerous, unsanitary, and are a menace to the health, safety, and welfare of the City of Valley Grande, Alabama, and which are a public nuisance:
BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Valley Grande, Alabama in session duly assembled and by authority thereof as follows:
Section 1. Pursuant to Article 1 of Chapter 53 of Title 11 of the Code of Alabama, 1975, Sections 11-53A-1 et seq, and pursuant to the police power granted in said Section, the City of Valley Grande hereby elects to have this article apply to the City of Valley Grande, for the purpose of moving or demolishing buildings or structures, or parts of buildings or structures, partial walls, or foundations when found by the Housing Code Abatement Board of the City of Valley Grande, Alabama to be unsafe to the extent of creating a public nuisance from any cause.  Pursuant to Section 11-53A-2 of the Code of Alabama, 1975, there is hereby created and established the Housing Code Abatement Board of the City of Valley Grande, Alabama (hereinafter referred to as the “Board”).
Section 2. The purpose of the Board shall be to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the City of Valley Grande by hearing and determining matters involving unsafe structures, public nuisance properties, dwellings unfit for human habitation, and violations of applicable housing, building, nuisance, and related municipal codes.
Section 3. The Board shall consist of five (5) members appointed by the City Council of the City of Valley Grande. Each member shall appoint one Board member. Members shall be residents of the City of Valley Grande or owners or operators of businesses located within the City.
Section 4. The initial terms of office shall be staggered as follows:
1. One member appointed for a term of one (1) year;
1. One member appointed for a term of two (2) years;
1. One member appointed for a term of three (3) years;
1. One member appointed for a term of four (4) years; and
1. One member appointed for a term of five (5) years.
Thereafter, all appointments shall be for terms of five (5) years. Any vacancy occurring other than by expiration of term shall be filled by the City Council for the unexpired portion of the term.
Section 5. The members of the Board shall elect from among themselves a Chairperson and such other officers as may be necessary for the conduct of its business.
Section 6. Three (3) members of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.
Section 7. The Board shall adopt rules and procedures consistent with Alabama law and the ordinances of the City of Valley Grande for the conduct of hearings and meetings.
Section 8. All meetings of the Board shall be open and public except as otherwise authorized by state law.
Section 9. The Board shall have all powers and duties authorized under Chapter 53A of Title 11, Code of Alabama 1975, as amended, including but not limited to the authority to:
1. Conduct hearings concerning unsafe structures, public nuisance properties, and dwellings unfit for human habitation;
1. Receive evidence and testimony from City officials, property owners, occupants, lienholders, and other interested parties;
1. Determine whether structures or premises constitute a public nuisance or violate applicable municipal codes;
1. Order the repair, cleanup, securing, vacation, removal, or demolition of structures or conditions found to be unsafe or in violation of applicable codes;
1. Establish reasonable deadlines for compliance with Board orders;
1. Authorize City officials to perform or cause to be performed any work ordered by the Board when responsible parties fail or refuse to comply;
1. Assess costs and impose liens in the manner authorized by Alabama law; and
1. Exercise such additional powers as may be authorized by state law.
Section 10. All proceedings before the Board shall comply with applicable notice, hearing, service, and appeal requirements provided by Alabama law.
Section 11. Any person aggrieved by a final order or decision of the Board may appeal in the manner provided by law.
Section 12.  For the purposes of this Ordinance, an unsafe building shall include a building falling within any of the following classes of buildings:
(a) Buildings which are structurally unsafe, unsuitable, or unsanitary;
(b) Buildings constituting a fire hazard because of defective or inadequate wiring or otherwise;
(c) Buildings unsuitable or improper for the use or occupation to which they are put;
(d) Buildings constituting a hazard to the health or safety because of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, or abandonment.

Section 13.	The Building Inspector for the City of Valley Grande shall examine any building or structure reported to be an unsafe building and if found to be unsafe, in his or her opinion, and shall in writing report such finding to the Board, giving the location and description of said building and the name of the person or persons or legal entity to whom the property was last assessed for state ad valorem taxes and the tenant or tenants of said building.
Section 14. The City Clerk, Building Official, Code Enforcement Officer, City Attorney, and such other officers or employees of the City of Valley Grande shall provide such assistance to the Board as may be necessary for the proper discharge of its duties.
Section 15. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.
Section 16. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.
Section 17. This ordinance shall go into effect upon the passage and publication as required by law.
ADOPTED AND APPROVED THIS ON THE _____18th DAY OF MAY, 2026.
	
______________________________________
John Hatfield, Mayor

______________________________________
Kay Davidson

______________________________________
Sara Day

_______________________________________
Jane Harris

_______________________________________		ATTEST:
Tammy Troha

_______________________________________           ________________________

Ross Jones							    Kim Harris, City Clerk



Public Comment: None


Mayor’s Report: No report. 



There being no further business to come before the council, a motion to adjourn was made by Jane Harris and Tammy Troha made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:26 PM.



		Approved: ________________________________			    		                          John Hatfield, Mayor
Attested: ______________________________________ 
                   Kim Harris, City Clerk
