MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING
VALLEY GRANDE, ALABAMA    

Regular Meeting                                                                	                             	April 20, 2026


Call to order by John Hatfield, Mayor at 4:00 PM 
Meeting held at Valley Grande City Hall
Minutes submitted by Kim Harris, City Clerk
Presiding: Mayor John Hatfield
Invocation: Jane Harris
In Attendance:
                                       John Hatfield, Mayor            		Present             
                                       Kay Davidson				Present
         Sara Day			            	              	Present
                                       Jane Harris	                           		Present
		         Tammy Troha				Present				
                                       Ross Jones			              	Present

A quorum was made with all council members present. 

[bookmark: _Hlk85618773]The minutes from April 6, 2026, regular meeting was presented by Kim Harris.  A Motion was made by Tammy Troha to accept the minutes as written; Ross Jones made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

[bookmark: _Hlk62739363][bookmark: _Hlk182550503][bookmark: _Hlk55910080]SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     



Reports of Standing Committees: 

Kay Davidson - Business and Community Development: Kay Davidson reported that she applied for the America’s 250th Anniversary Grant for $2,500.00 toward the cost of the annual fireworks. Mayor Hatfield was pleased with the efforts and requested that Mrs. Davidson also research grants for tennis and pickle ball courts.

Sara Day - Community Events & Education: No report.

Jane Harris - Annexation & Beautification: No report.

Tammy Troha - Community Events & Walking Trail: No report.

Ross Jones - Sewer System and Public Safety: Ross Jones reported that it was brought to his attention of a cemetery located in the backyard of a private residence. The mayor and council discussed details of the state laws and city ordinances regarding the issue. 

Wesley Kelly – City Attorney at Law: Wesley Kelly reported that a state law regarding ordinances on burned and abandoned buildings was already in place and suggested the city adopt an ordinance to form a board to oversee and inspect throughout the city. Wesley Kelly gave details of the process as well as procedures to file leans if the buildings are not disemboweled. Wesley Kelly also reported that he has drafted letters for delinquent accounts for the sewer and for the former concession stand bid.

Reports of Officers: 

Boyd Pugh / Public Safety Director: Boyd Pugh reported 9 calls so far this month. 

Mark Andrews / Building Inspector: Absent.

John Hatfield/ Interim Parks & Recreation Director: John Hatfield reported that opening ceremonies went great on Saturday and over two hundred kids plus six to seven hundred people were in attendance for that and the first round of games. Mayor Hatfield stated that games are set to start tomorrow, Apr. 21, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. 

Kim Harris / City Clerk-Treasurer: Kim Harris presented the council with a Profit and Loss report and a Balance Sheet for this fiscal year for the council to review. Kim Harris also stated that the auditors are still in the process of finishing up the audit. Kim Harris also reported that the 7-month CD at First Cahawba is set to mature on July 7, 2026.
 


Old Business: Mayor John Hatfield gave details of the sewer study for Valley Grande and after detailed discussion among the council, Tammy Troha made a motion to contact Paxton Reiss to move forward with sewer study as presented, Jane Harris made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     



New Business: Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with details of a fire truck that will be purchased this week for less than $60,000.00 and will be the first city owned fire truck. The truck will be stationed at the Summerfield Volunteer Fire Department. This purchase is coming out of the public safety capital outlay line item in the annual budget.  


Public Comment: None


Mayor’s Report: Mayor Hatfield stated that he will approach the council later regarding things like covers for playground equipment as well as possibilities for a new splash pad. 



EXECUTIVE SESSION:
A motion was made by Sara Day to go into Executive Session at 4:47. Mayor John Hatfield stated on record that the purpose of the Executive Session will be that of general reputation and character and regular session will reconvene back in session after 10 minutes to adjourn. Mayor Hatfield requested that Attorney Wesley Kelly and Kim Harris, City Clerk, stay for the executive meeting. Tammy Troha made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a roll call vote. 

ROLL CALL VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X   

Regular Meeting ended at 4:47 with everyone exiting the chambers and the Executive Session began at 4:50.

Executive Session ended at 5:00 and the Regular Meeting reconvened at 5:01.

There being no further business to come before the council, a motion to adjourn was made by Tammy Troha and Jane Harris made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:02 PM.



		Approved: ________________________________			    		                          John Hatfield, Mayor
Attested: ______________________________________ 
                   Kim Harris, City Clerk
