MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING
VALLEY GRANDE, ALABAMA    

Regular Meeting                                                                	                             	March 2, 2026


Call to order by John Hatfield, Mayor at 5:00 PM 
Meeting held at Valley Grande City Hall
Minutes submitted by Kim Harris, City Clerk
Presiding: Mayor John Hatfield
Invocation: Mark Andrews
In Attendance:
                                       John Hatfield, Mayor            		Present             
                                       Kay Davidson				Present
         Sara Day			            	              	Present
                                       Jane Harris	                           		Present
		         Tammy Troha				Present				
                                       Ross Jones			              	Present

A quorum was made with all council members present. 

[bookmark: _Hlk85618773]The minutes from February 17, 2026, regular meeting was presented by Kim Harris.  A Motion was made by Tammy Troha to accept the minutes as written; Sara Day made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

[bookmark: _Hlk62739363][bookmark: _Hlk182550503][bookmark: _Hlk55910080]SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     



Reports of Standing Committees: 

Kay Davidson - Business and Community Development: No report. 

Sara Day - Community Events & Education: Sara Day reported that the annual Easter Egg Hunt is set for March 28, 2026, at 11:00am. Sara Day also stated that the Easter Eggs are on order and she will reach out to her contact for the banners. 

Jane Harris - Annexation & Beautification: No report.

Tammy Troha - Community Events & Walking Trail: No report. 

Ross Jones - Sewer System and Public Safety: No report.

Wesley Kelly – City Attorney at Law: No report. 



Reports of Officers: 

Boyd Pugh / Public Safety Director: Boyd Pugh reported 10 total calls last month. 

Mark Andrews / Building Inspector: Mark Andrews reported 6 calls and has checked several business licenses. Mark Andrews also reported that every contractor that is working on the underground fiber is supposed to have a person onsite that speaks English.

John Hatfield/ Interim Parks & Recreation Director: John Hatfield reported that Parks & Recreation is going great and school teams are keeping the ballpark full. Mayor Hatfield requested that the council make an appearance on Thursday around 4:00 when several teams are playing. Mayor Hatfield stated that Martin Middle School appreciates the opportunity to play on the fields this year. Mayor Hatfield also reported that the city will replace the existing dumpster with a bigger one due to the new trash pick up for the city on the 1st and 3rd Wed and one Sat, of each month.

Kim Harris / City Clerk-Treasurer: No report.



Old Business: None



New Business: Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with Ordinance 2026-204 to change the time of the regular council meetings from 5:00 to 4:00 due to the mayor’s obligation as Interim Director for Parks & Recreation to make it to the ballfields in time for practices and games.
Sara Day made a motion to suspend the rules. Jane Harris made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a roll call vote. 

ROLL CALL VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     

Tammy Troha made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-204 as presented. Sara Day made the second. 
Mayor Hatfield declared Ordinance 2026-204 adopted as attached to these minutes. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a roll call vote. 

ROLL CALL VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     

 Mayor Hatfield declared Ordinance 2025-196 adopted as attached to these minutes.

 ORDINANCE 2026-204
***Amends Ordinance 2016-66, Section 2***
TO ESTABLISH THE TIME AND PLACE FOR REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS; THE PROCEDURE FOR CALLING SPECIAL MEETINGS; ESTABLISH A QUORUM; ESTABLISH CONDUCT AND PROCEDURES FOR COUNCIL MEETINGS OF THE CITY OF VALLEY GRANDE, ALABAMA; REPEALING ORDINANCE 2003-05.

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Valley Grande, Alabama in session duly assembled and by authority thereof as follows:Section 1.	That the rules or order of procedure herein shall govern deliberations and meetings of the City Council of Valley Grande, Alabama.
Section 2.  	Regular meetings of the council shall be held on the following dates: the first and third Monday of each month at four o’clock (4:00) PM in the council chambers at Valley Grande City Hall.  
Section 3.  	Special meetings may be held at the call of the presiding officer by serving notice on each member of the council not less than 24 hours before the time set for such special meeting; or special meetings may be held as provided by Section 11-43-50, Code of Alabama, 1975, whenever two council members or the mayor making the request shall have the right to call such meeting.  Notice of all special meetings shall be posted on a bulletin board accessible to the public at least 24 hours prior to such meeting.  Only those items of business for which the special meeting is convened shall be voted on at said special meeting.  All written notices shall state the specific purpose or purposes for such special meetings.
Section 4.  	All meetings of the City Council shall be open and public, except when the Council meets in executive session as authorized by state law.
Section 5.  	The Council may meet in executive session only for those purposes authorized by state law.  When a council member makes a motion to go into executive session for an enumerated purpose, the presiding officer shall put the motion to a vote.  If the majority of the council shall vote in favor of the motion, the body shall then move into executive session to discuss the matter for which the executive session was called.  No action may be taken in an executive session.  When the discussion has been completed the Council shall resume its deliberations in public.
Section 6.	A quorum shall be determined as provided by Section 143-48, Code of Alabama.
Section 7.	The order of business shall be as follows:
1. A call to order
2. Invocation
3. Roll Call
4. Reading and approval of the minutes of the previous meeting
5. Reports of standing committees
6. Reports of special committees
7. Reports of officers
8. Reading of petitions, applications, complaints, appeals, communications, etc.
9. Auditing accounts
10. Resolutions, ordinances and orders of old business
11. Resolutions, ordinances and orders of new business
12. Public Comments
13. Motion for adjournment
Section 8.	No member shall speak more than twice on the same subject without permission of the presiding officer.
Section 9.	No person, not a member of the council, shall be allowed to address the same while in session without permission from the presiding officer.
Section 10.	Every officer whose duty it is to report at the regular meetings of the council, who shall be in default thereof, may be fined at the discretion of the council.
Section 11.	Motions shall be reduced to writing when required by the presiding officer of the council or any member of the council.  All resolutions and ordinances and any amendments thereto shall be in writing at the time of introduction.  
Section 12.	Motions to reconsider must be by a member who voted with a majority and at the same or next succeeding meeting of the council.
Section 13.	Whenever it shall be required by one or more members, the “yeas” and “nays” shall be recorded and any member may call for a division on any question.
Section 14.	All questions of order shall be decided by the presiding officer of the council with the right of appeal to the council by any member.
Section 15.	The presiding officer of the council may, at his or her discretion, call any member to take the chair, to allow him or her to address the council, make a motion, or discuss any other matter at issue.
Section 16.	Motions to lay any matter on the table shall be first in order, and on all questions, the last amendment, the most distant day, and the largest sum shall be put first.
Section 17.	A motion for adjournment shall always be in order.
Section 18.	The rules of the council may be amended in the same manner as any other ordinance of general and permanent operations.
Section 19.	The rules of the council may be temporarily suspended by a vote of two-thirds of the members present.
Section 20.	The chairman of each respective committee, or the council members acting for him or her, shall submit or make all reports to the council when so requested by the presiding officer or any member of the council.
Section 21.	All ordinances, resolutions or propositions submitted to the council which require the expenditure of money shall lie over until the next meeting; provided, that such ordinance, resolutions to propositions may be considered earlier by unanimous consent of the council; and provided further, that this rule shall not apply to the current expenses of or contracts previously made with, or regular salaries of officers, or wages of employees of the city.
Section 22.	The clerk, engineer, attorney and chief of police, and such other officers or employees of the City of Valley Grande, Alabama shall, when requested, attend all meeting of the council and shall remain in the council room for such length of time as the council may direct.
Section 23.	No ordinance or resolution of a permanent nature shall be adopted at the meeting at which it is introduced unless unanimous consent be obtained for the immediate consideration of such ordinance or resolution, such consent shall be roll call and the voter thereon spread on the minutes.
Section 24.	The latest edition of “Robert’s Rules of Order” is hereby adopted as the rule of procedure for this council in those situations, which cannot be resolved by the rules set out in this ordinance.
Section 25.	This ordinance shall go into effect upon the passage and publication as required by law.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED THIS ON THE 2nd DAY OF March, 2026.
	
______________________________________
John Hatfield, Mayor
______________________________________
Kay Davidson
______________________________________
Sara Day
_______________________________________
Jane Harris
_______________________________________
Tammy Troha
_______________________________________
Ross Jones
ATTEST: Kim Harris________________________
Public Comment: Dale Allday approached the mayor and council regarding the dumping of debris behind the walking trail. Mr. Allday questioned why they could not dump debris anymore and the mayor stated that it was more than just debris being dumped and it was becoming a fire hazard and with other materials being dump could lead the city in violation with ADEM. 



Mayor’s Report: Mayor John Hatfield reported that he and Ross Jones met with a company for a demonstration of a robot that could automatically strip the fields in a fraction of the time, leaving more time for the Parks & Recreation and Maintenance staff to do other things. It is recommended to lease on a 3-year contract, with the first year being $8,200.00 and then $6,500.00 thereafter. Mayor Hatfield suggested the council look over the details of the Turf Tank and table until the next council meeting.



There being no further business to come before the council, a motion to adjourn was made by Jane Harris and Tammy Troha made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:22 PM.

		Approved: ________________________________			    		                          John Hatfield, Mayor
Attested: ______________________________________ 
                   Kim Harris, City Clerk
