MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING

VALLEY GRANDE, ALABAMA    

Special Meeting                                                                             		 		February 9, 2026

Call to order by Mayor John Hatfield at 4:00 PM

Meeting held at Valley Grande City Hall

Presiding: Mayor John Hatfield  

Invocation: Kay Davidson
                                                    
In Attendance:
                                       John Hatfield, Mayor            		Present              
                                       Kay Davidson		               	Present
                                       Sara Day	                    		Present
                                       Jane Harris		      		Present
                                       Tammy Troha	                   		Present
                                       Ross Jones		               	Present

Quorum was made with all council members present. 

New Business: Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with the only option he has found after searching for trash pick-up in Valley Grande. Mayor Hatfield stated that Rise & Recovery quoted a monthly service for picking up trash throughout Valley Grande 3 times per month for $1,000.00 monthly, including their own transportation, gas, and staff. The only expense to the city will be purchasing trash bags and possibly an additional dumpster. Tammy Troha made a motion to accept the trash pick-up as presented. Ross Jones made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council present by a show of hands vote.

SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
  John Hatfield, Mayor			     	      X     	
               Kay Davidson		                   X               
               Sara Day	                       X
               Jane Harris	                       X
               Tammy Troha		                   X
               Ross Jones		                   X


Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with applicant, Willie Calhoun Jr., to be considered for part-time parks & recreation and utility personnel at a rate of $20.00 per hour at 4 hours per day. After further discussion, including the recent departure of the originally hired Parks & Recreation Director and the attempt to hire the next applicant. Tammy Troha made a motion to hire Willie Calhoun as presented. Jane Harris made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council present by a show of hands vote. John Hatfield abstained from the vote.



SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
  John Hatfield, Mayor			     	 Abstain        	
               Kay Davidson		                   X               
               Sara Day	                       X
               Jane Harris	                       X
               Tammy Troha		                   X
               Ross Jones		                   X


Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with two quotes for the electrical work on the storm shelter. The quotes were from Bent Tree for $9,615.00 and Alabama Power for $13,000.00. After further discussion among the council, the mayor and council agreed to accept the quote from Bent Tree for $9,615.00 which was approved in the annual budget for that expensed line item.



Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with an opportunity to bring a Fair to the City of Valley Grande from Mar. 9, 2026 – Mar. 15, 2026, Mon-Fri from 5:00 pm – 9:00 pm & Sat-Sun. from 11:00 am – 9:00 pm. The proceeds would be an 80/20 split between the Fair (80%) and the City (20%). The additional cost would be a port-a-toilet and marking of the parking lot. Discussion was also made about the VFD participating in a fund raiser, as well as the staff pre-selling color coded arm bands at city hall and the council volunteering to sell arm bands at the gate. Tammy Troha made a motion to approve the Fair as presented. Kay Davidson made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council present by a show of hands vote.

SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
  John Hatfield, Mayor			     	      X     	
               Kay Davidson		                   X               
               Sara Day	                       X
               Jane Harris	                       X
               Tammy Troha		                   X
               Ross Jones		                   X

 
Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with discussion regarding the county owned maintained roads and county owned non-maintained roads. Mayor Hatfield gave details of the ongoing road issues at Edwards Dr. and the discussions he’s had with the county being able to take over and maintain the road once the city brings the road up to current standards. The mayor presented the council with a quote from Smitherman Brothers at a cost of $12,000.00 to bring the road up to standards and stated that the county engineer felt that it was a good chance the county commission would take it over to maintain. After further discussion, Tammy Troha made a motion to accept the quote to bring the road condition up to current standards. Ross Jones made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council present by a show of hands vote.

SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
  John Hatfield, Mayor			     	      X     	
               Kay Davidson		                   X               
               Sara Day	                       X
               Jane Harris	                       X
               Tammy Troha		                   X
               Ross Jones		                   X
Mayor Hatfield gave an update on the RAA grant application and stated that we have received letters of support from State Senator Stewart and State Representative Chestnut as well.

Kim Harris reported to the council that the city has received 2 of the 3 annual franchise fees and stated that the audit is in the final stages and should be completed by the end of this week or next week.



There being no further business to come before the council, a motion to adjourn was made by Tammy Troha. Jane Harris made the second. The motion carried by unanimous consent of the council members present.  The meeting was adjourned at 4:49   PM.


                                                                                          Approved: ____________________________
                                                                                                                          John Hatfield, Mayor


  Attested: _______________________________
                            Kim Harris, City Clerk                                                                            
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