



MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING
VALLEY GRANDE, ALABAMA    

Regular Meeting                                                                	                             	January 5, 2026

Call to order by John Hatfield, Mayor at 5:00 PM 
Meeting held at Valley Grande City Hall
Minutes submitted by Kim Harris, City Clerk
Presiding: Mayor John Hatfield
Invocation: Caleb Winningham
In Attendance:
                                       John Hatfield, Mayor            		Present             
                                       Kay Davidson				Present
         Sara Day			            	              	Present
                                       Jane Harris	                           		Present
		         Tammy Troha				Present				
                                       Ross Jones			              	Present

A quorum was made with all council members present. 

[bookmark: _Hlk85618773]The minutes from December 15, 2025, regular meeting was presented by Kim Harris.  A Motion was made by Jane Harris to accept the minutes as written; Tammy Troha made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

[bookmark: _Hlk62739363][bookmark: _Hlk182550503][bookmark: _Hlk55910080]SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     



Reports of Standing Committees: 

Kay Davidson - Business and Community Development: No report.

Sara Day - Community Events & Education: Sara Day introduced Stacey Buchanan, the Robotics coach at DCHS and presented her with the donation from the city. Ms. Buchanan presented the council with a letter and thanked the council for the donation and stated that the robotics class will do a presentation for the council sometime in February.
Sara Day stated that she will be sending out classroom grant applications to the three schools in Valley Grande with a deadline of Jan. 30, 2026, and will determine the winning awards at the first meeting in February. Sara Day gave details of the process.  

Jane Harris - Annexation & Beautification: Jane Harris thanked Mayor Hatfield for the cleanup jobs and beautification throughout the city and around the signs, Jane Harris also acknowledged how professional the new paving at city hall looks. 

Tammy Troha - Community Events & Walking Trail: Tammy Troha reported that the Christmas decorations at the park will be taken down at the end of the week and that she will check to see what is left in the budget, so that she can bargain shop and purchase more decorations for next year. 

Ross Jones - Sewer System and Public Safety: No report.

Wesley Kelly – City Attorney at Law: No report.



Reports of Officers: 

Boyd Pugh / Public Safety Director: Boyd Pugh reported 1 call so far this month and 8 last month.

Mark Andrews / Building Inspector: Mark Andrews reported 2 calls so far this month.

Robert Massey / Parks & Recreation: Mayor Hatfield introduced Robert Massey as the new Parks & Recreation Director.
Mayor Hatfield informed the council that he is having three press boxes built for around 10,000.00 starting today and will be saving over 340,000.00 compared to the plans that the former administration had to build them. 
Robert Massey suggested possible moving gates at the ballpark for easier access.
 
Kim Harris / City Clerk-Treasurer: Kim Harris reported the audit was still ongoing and hopes to be completed soon. Kim Harris also informed the council that last year’s audit was not approved through a resolution, it was only approved through the minutes at that time. 


 Old Business: None


New Business: Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with Resolution 2025-199 to award the bid for the paving of the parking lots at the walking trail and the ballfields to Smitherman Brothers for the bid amount of $120,000.00. Jane Harris made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-199 as presented. Tammy Troha made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a roll call vote. 

ROLL CALL VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     

 Mayor Hatfield declared Resolution 2025-199 adopted as attached to these minutes.

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-199

A RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR THE WALKING TRAIL AND BALLFIELD PARKING LOT PAVING

WHEREAS, The City of Valley Grande has solicited sealed bids as required under the Alabama bid law; and

WHEREAS, bids were opened on December 17, 2025 at 10:00 am at Valley Grande City Hall with two (2) bids submitted; and

WHEREAS, said bid was as follows:

1. Smitherman Brothers			$120,000.00
2. Mitchell’s Contracting			$121,700.00

WHEREAS, the bids were transmitted to the council at the next meeting of the council following the bid openings,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VALLEY GRANDE, ALABAMA; AS FOLLOWS:
	
1. The bid submitted by Smitherman Brother’s is hereby accepted as low bidder; and

2. The Mayor be and is hereby authorized to enter into a written agreement with Smitherman Brothers for the amount set forth hereinabove, and in accordance with the terms of the corresponding bid documents.

3. This resolution to become effective immediately upon adoption by the Mayor and Council.

Adopted on this 5th day of January 2026.			
																					________________________
						 Mayor, John Hatfield
ATTEST:

______________________________
City Clerk, Kim Harris

Work to be completed within 60 days



Public Comment: No public comment
Robert Massey suggested that we advertise once ball season begins, to build up participation and gave details of his ideas for the program. Robert Massey also suggested that the city consider a flag football program.


Mayor’s Report: Mayor Hatfield reported that Smitherman Brothers has completed the parking lot project at City Hall and stated that it looks great.
Mayor Hatfield thanked the council for passing the resolution to begin the paving of the parking lots at the walking trail and ballfields.
Mayor Hatfield stated that things were going well in the Parks & Recreation Dept as well as the Maintenance Dept.
Mayor Hatfield informed the council that he had the office send out letters to all local tree services to stop dumping in the gulley behind the ballfields. Mayor Hatfield stated that people were not just dumping debris from cutting trees, but that they were finding other household items as well and we don’t need to have EPA having to get involved.



EXECUTIVE SESSION:
A motion was made by Jane Harris to go into Executive Session at 5:23. Mayor John Hatfield stated on record that the purpose of the Executive Session will be that of general reputation and character for a time of 20 minutes and will reconvene back to the Regular Session and requested that Kim Harris, City Clerk stay for the executive meeting to acquire private minutes as well as the City Attorney Wesley Kelly. Tammy Troha made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a roll call vote. 

ROLL CALL VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X   

Regular Meeting ended at 5:23 with everyone exiting the chambers and the Executive Session began at 5:23.

Executive Session ended at 5:43 and the Regular Meeting reconvened at 5:43.


Mayor Hatfield requested that the city retain Sam Smitherman as an advisory role for the building inspector until Sept. 30, 2026, for $250.00 per month. Tammy Troha made a motion to accept the request as presented. Ross Jones made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     



There being no further business to come before the council, a motion to adjourn was made by Jane Harris and Tammy Troha made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 PM.

		Approved: ________________________________			    		                          John Hatfield, Mayor
Attested: ______________________________________ 
                   Kim Harris, City Clerk
