



MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING
VALLEY GRANDE, ALABAMA    

Regular Meeting                                                                	                             	December 1, 2025

Call to order by John Hatfield, Mayor at 5:00 PM 
Meeting held at Valley Grande City Hall
Minutes submitted by Kim Harris, City Clerk
Presiding: Mayor John Hatfield
Invocation: Mark Andrews
In Attendance:
                                       John Hatfield, Mayor            		Present             
                                       Kay Davidson				Present
         Sara Day			            	              	Present
                                       Jane Harris	                           		Present
		         Tammy Troha				Present				
                                       Ross Jones			              	Present

A quorum was made with all council members present. 

[bookmark: _Hlk85618773]The minutes from November 17, 2025, regular meeting was presented by Kim Harris.  A Motion was made by Tammy Troha to accept the minutes as written; Kay Davidson made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

[bookmark: _Hlk62739363][bookmark: _Hlk182550503][bookmark: _Hlk55910080]SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     



Reports of Standing Committees: 

Kay Davidson - Business and Community Development: No report

Sara Day - Community Events & Education: Sara Day reported that the City of Valley Grande will be presenting a Night with Santa Event this year on December 13, 2025, from 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm. Sara Day stated that normally the event is held on a Sunday during the day, but this year it will be held on a Saturday night so that everyone can enjoy the views of the lights and decorations. 

Jane Harris - Annexation & Beautification: Jane Harris gave details of the process for someone that wants to be annexed into the city so that they will be able to vote. Jane Harris thanked the mayor for all the time he spent cleaning up the signs throughout the city.

Tammy Troha - Community Events & Walking Trail: Tammy Troha reported that the decorations at the park are still going up and that she has added some new animated things this year and hopes to be done by the end of the week. Tammy Troha also requested that security be brought in for the Night with Santa Event, since it will take place in the evening.

Ross Jones - Sewer System and Public Safety: Ross Jones reported that the City of Valley Grande purchased a new spreader (jaws of life) for the Summerfield Volunteer Fire Department and will need to remain as city property.

Wesley Kelly – City Attorney at Law: Wesley Kelly gave details of a lawsuit against the Simplified Sellers Use Tax (SSUT) and stated that the city will need to adopt a resolution to join in with the Association of County Commissions of Alabama to coordinate an effort to intervene in the lawsuit challenging the Simplified Sellers Use Tax (SSUT) program currently pending in Montgomery County Circuit Court. This suit was filed by the City of Tuscaloosa; it is critical that we demonstrate to the court that local governments across Alabama do not share the position taken by that city. Wesley Kelly explained that the resolution will have to be submitted no later than December 3, 2025. Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with Resolution 2025-197 as explained. Tammy Troha made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-197 as presented. Jane Harris made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a roll call vote. 

ROLL CALL VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     



Reports of Officers: 

Boyd Pugh / Public Safety Director: Boyd Pugh reported 10 calls so far and 1 assist. 

Sam Smitherman / Building Inspector: Sam Smitherman reported 9 calls for November.

Bubba Holley / Parks & Recreation: Absent.
 
Kim Harris / City Clerk-Treasurer: Kim Harris reported that the auditors are still working on the annual audit and hopes to hear something soon.



 Old Business: None 



New Business: Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with a request to post the Parks & Recreation Director’s position from Dec. 2, 2025, until Dec. 9, 2025. Tammy Troha made the motion to post the job as presented. Jane Harris made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     
Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with a request to post a bid for the asphalt paving of the walking trail and the ballfield parking lot. Mayor Hatfield suggested that the city post the bid from Dec. 2, 2025, until Dec. 16, 2025, and schedule the bid to open on Dec. 17, 2025, at 10:00am. Jane Harris made a motion to accept the bid process as presented. Ross Jones made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     


Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with his recommendation from the applications for the maintenance position that was previously posted. Mayor Hatfield recommended the council hire Marcus Penn as the new maintenance personnel to begin on Dec. 8, 2025, at the yearly rate in the posted position. Jane Harris made a motion to approve the hire as presented. Tammy Troha made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     


Mayor John Hatfield gave details of the discussion he and Sam Smitherman had about the new building inspector’s job and Sam Smitherman agreed to continue with the city long enough to train the new inspector. Mayor Hatfield presented the council with his recommendation from the applications for the building inspector’s position that was previously posted. Mayor Hatfield recommended the council hire Mark Andrews as the new building inspector to begin on Dec. 15, 2025, at the yearly rate in the posted position. Ross Jones made a motion to approve the hire as presented. Jane Harris made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     


Mayor John Hatfield presented the council with a request to research and purchase a used maintenance vehicle for the city for under $30,000.00. Tammy Troha made a motion to research and purchase a maintenance vehicle as presented. Kay Davidson made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 




SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
John Hatfield		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Tammy Troha	         X	                                                            
               Ross Jones	         X     


Public Comment: Kenneth Martin thanked the council for the purchase of the wreaths for the veterans at Pineview Memory Garden and stated that the wreath goals were met for the 850 graves. The ceremony will be held on Dec. 13, 2025.


Mayor’s Report: Mayor Hatfield reported that Valley Grande and Summerfield Volunteer Fire Departments have invited the mayor, council and staff to their annual Christmas Party at Valley Grande Baptist Church on Dec. 16, at 6:00pm.
Mayor John Hatfield suggested that the council think about cutting some of the pine trees from the inside of the park due to the problems they are causing with the asphalt on the walking trail.


There being no further business to come before the council, a motion to adjourn was made by Tammy Troha and Jane Harris made the second. Motion carried by the unanimous consent of the council members present.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:26 PM.

		Approved: ________________________________			    		                          John Hatfield, Mayor
Attested: ______________________________________ 
                   Kim Harris, City Clerk
