MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING
VALLEY GRANDE, ALABAMA    
Regular Meeting                                                                	                             	August 5, 2024

Call to order by Wayne Labbe, Mayor at 5:00 PM 
Meeting held at Valley Grande City Hall
Minutes submitted by Wanda Champion, City Clerk
Presiding: Mayor Wayne Labbe
Invocation: Jane Harris
In Attendance:
                                       Wayne Labbe, Mayor            		Present             
                                       Kay Davidson				Present
            Sara Day            	              	Present
                                       Jane Harris                           		Present
		            Vacant					
                                       Robbie Rose 		              	Present

A quorum was made with 5 council members present. 

[bookmark: _Hlk85618773]The minutes from the July 15, 2024, regular meeting was presented by Wanda Champion. A Motion was made by Sara Day and Jane Harris made the second. Motion carried by unanimous consent of the council members present by a show of hands vote. 

[bookmark: _Hlk62739363][bookmark: _Hlk55910080]SHOW OF HANDS VOTE                            	    YEA                        NAY
Wayne Labbe		                           	    X     	
               Kay Davidson	         X                       
               Sara Day	         X
               Jane Harris                                                         X
               Vacant                                                            
               Robbie Rose	         X     



Reports of Standing Committees:

Kay Davidson / Business and Community Development: No report. Kay Davidson stated that she would contact Jonathan Brown for an update on the Tennis Courts.

[bookmark: _Hlk111639192]Sara Day / Walking Trail and Community Events: No report.

Jane Harris / Zoning, Annexation, Beautification and Education: No report. 

Vacant / Sewer System and Public Safety: 

Robbie Rose / Parks and Recreation, Sports Complex: No report.

Reports of Officers: 

Boyd Pugh / Public Safety Director: Boyd Pugh reported 2 fire calls this month. 

Sam Smitherman / Building Inspector: Sam Smitherman gave an update on Dave’s Market. A Safety inspection was held last week, and the inspection went well. They are waiting for Certification from the State Fire Marshall. The projected opening date is in one month. 
Mayor Labbe passed along David Olivers appreciation to the Mayor and Council for their patience and cooperation.

Bubba Holley / Parks & Recreation: Bubba Holley reported that Little League season has finished and that the 10 and under girls’ team finished 7th at the World Series Games. The Men/Ladies leagues will be starting at the end of September. 

Wanda Champion / City Clerk-Treasurer: No Report


 Old Business: Bubba Holley reported that he had looked at plastic barrier for the New Playground equipment area, and he recommends 12-inch-high barrier which is $40 per section. Bubba will measure to see how much is needed.


New Business: Promotional adjustments for Wanda Champion, new City Clerk was suggested by Mayor Labbe to increase to Step 5 level 2 from Step 4 level 2 to bring up to Clerk Salary. Motion to increase was made by Kay Davidson and seconded by Robbie Rose and carried by a show of hands vote.

SHOW OF HANDS VOTE           		YEA		NAY
           Wayne Labbe, Mayor            		X            
                                       Kay Davidson				X
            Sara Day            	              	X
                                       Jane Harris                           		X
		            Vacant					
                                       Robbie Rose 		              	X


Mayor Wayne Labbe stated that he talked with a few different Real Estate Attorneys and that a deed restriction could be placed on the Valley Grande Community Center Property. After discussion, Jane Harris made a motion to place restrictions on the property and the motion was seconded by Sara Day. Motion failed by a show of hands vote with a majority of the council voting in opposition.

SHOW OF HANDS VOTE           		YEA		NAY
           Wayne Labbe, Mayor            		             		   X	
                                       Kay Davidson				                              X
            Sara Day            	              	                              X
                                       Jane Harris                           		X
		            Vacant					
                                       Robbie Rose 		              	                              X
After further discussion of the Valley Grande Community Center property bid, a motion was made by Kay Davidson to post a bid for the sale of the property beginning on Tuesday, August 6, 2024, and to be opened on Friday, August 16, 2024, at 10:00 am, Robbie Rose made the second. Motion carried by unanimous consent of the council members by a show of hands vote.


SHOW OF HANDS VOTE           		YEA		NAY
           Wayne Labbe, Mayor            		X            
                                       Kay Davidson				X
            Sara Day            	              	X
                                       Jane Harris                           		X
		            Vacant					
                                       Robbie Rose 		              	X


Mayor Labbe addressed the council regarding the vacancy for Place 4 of the city council. There were 2 candidates interested in filling the vacancy. Each candidate addressed the council with information about themselves and their qualifications. Mayor Labbe then presented each candidate for a vote. The council voted 3 to 2 to appoint Tammy Troha to fill the vacant seat Place 4 of the city council by a show of hands vote.


[bookmark: _Hlk173843020]SHOW OF HANDS VOTE FOR TAMMY TROHA     Yea          Nay
           Wayne Labbe, Mayor            		                                                              
                                       Kay Davidson				              X
            Sara Day            	              	              X
                                       Jane Harris                           		              X
		            Vacant					
                                       Robbie Rose 	
	              	 
SHOW OF HANDS VOTE FOR LAMAR MORGAN     Yea          Nay
           Wayne Labbe, Mayor            		                X                           
                                       Kay Davidson				
            Sara Day            	              	              
                                       Jane Harris                           		              
		            Vacant					
                                       Robbie Rose 		              	                X


Mrs. Tammy Troha was declared hereby appointed to council Place 4 by Mayor Labbe.

Mayor Labbe introduced newly appointed councilmember Tammy Troha and announced that she would be sworn in prior to the start of the next council meeting.



Public Comment: None.

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Labbe reported that paving on the Overlook Hills project is finished, and Paxton Reiss will be calling this week to have a final walk through of the project.
Mayor Wayne Labbe gave an update on the Lawsuit against the City. A second motion to dismiss has been filed because the Plaintiff filed an amended complaint. The court has accepted the motion to dismiss, and the Plaintiff has until August 14, 2024, to respond. 
Mayor Labbe informed the council of a lightning strike at the Softball Complex last week that damaged a transformer. Mayor Labbe expressed his gratitude to Sam Smitherman for quickly going to Montgomery and picking up the new transformer and getting it installed and power back on to the Complex. Mayor Labbe stated that we would be filing a claim with Insurance for the lighting strike.
Mayor Labbe gave details of the new website and stated that it would be launching soon.
Mayor Labbe reported that the Verizon rep has looked at the City property for a 5G tower which could result in rental income of anywhere from $800 to $1000 a month for the City.

There being no further business to come before the council, a motion to adjourn was made by Jane Harris, and Robbie Rose made the second. Motion carried by unanimous consent of the council members present.
The meeting was adjourned at 5:46PM.

		Approved: ________________________________			    		        Wayne Labbe, Mayor

Attested: ______________________________________ 
                   Wanda Champion, City Clerk
